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Marie Stopes International – what we do
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Insight #1

There are lots of poor quality 

RH products
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Misoprostol samples % Content vs Time 
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Courtesy of Peter Hall / Concept Foundation / HCI Lab



Example: India public sector
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Source:

India 

National 

Drug 

Survey 

2014-16

Oxytocin 41%;  Lignocaine 38%;  Ceftriaxone 25%;  etc
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Insight #2

Whilst NDRAs have 

strengthened standards, 

lower quality RH products 

have entered LMIC markets
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Insight #3

Higher internal standards and 

more oversight needed for 

our key products

Marie Stopes International9



MSI Policy on 
Product Quality 
v4
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Product categories & minimum QA standards
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Key SRH Products Key Ancillary Drugs
Other Ancillary
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❖ Contraceptive devices

❖ Contraceptive medicines

❖ Medicines for safe abortion

❖ MVA equipment

❖ Pregnancy and HIV tests

❖ Metal surgical instruments

❖ Oxytocics

❖ Magnesium sulphate inj

❖ Anaesthetics

❖ Analgesics

❖ Antibacterials, antiretrovirals, 

antimalarials

❖ All sterile injectable products

❖ Antifungals and anthelminthics

❖ Other supportive medicines

❖ Other medical consumables 

such as gloves, syringes, 

sutures etc
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• UNFPA ERP 1/2

• SRA approved

• MSI QARMA approved

• ISO & CE certification + tech 

requirements for devices

• MSI approved international 

wholesalers

• Manufacturer listed in MSI List of 

Recommended Manufacturers

• No mandatory standard

GLOBAL PROCUREMENT LOCAL PROCUREMENT LOCAL PROCUREMENT 



Q-Trak tool
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Insight #4

WHO PQ currently covers 

a limited number of RH 

products
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MSI QARMA Matrix
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Manufacturer 

quality

Product dossier

quality

Product 

characteristics



Insight #5

Product quality falls in a 

hole if you don’t have clear 

accountabilities
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Product Quality Toolkit



Integrated incident reporting
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Insight #6

Supply planning & 

monitoring is critical to 

improve access

Marie Stopes International20



Programme Standard Products Lists 

including approved products
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Other measures to improve access

• Development of supply plans
o annual planning of allocated supplies versus needs 

o quarterly stock status reporting and review against plans

• Donor engagement to increase donated commodities available

• Introduction of stock-out indicators

• Working closely with MoH on planning, allocations, and supply
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THANK YOU!


